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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 704 3.4 1.2 5 67.5 100
1b 703 5.8 1.9 10 58 99.9
1c 701 5.1 1.9 10 51.4 99.6
1d 700 13 5.7 25 52.1 99.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

1a.  This answer was awarded full marks as there is a definition with the focus on methods (some students just wrote about data).  This candidate uses key terms throughout and clearly understands the term.  The candidate does refer to a study which is not needed for full marks.  This item is used in a meaningful way e.g. they don’t simply copy it.



Sticky Note

1b.  This was awarded 4+7.  While there are two reasons, the candidate focuses too much on other studies rather than contextualising to the item candidates need to justify why the people in the item used the method in detail for full marks.







Sticky Note

1c. This was also awarded 4+7.  The item is tagged on as an afterthought rather than referred to throughout the answer.







Sticky Note

1d.  This was awarded nearly full marks 9+5+9. There is an explicit definition and the candidate gives lots of example in the introduction.  There is a detailed explanation of each issue and this is backed up with evidence and justifications eg validity.
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Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate clearly understands the data in the item.







Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate cites accurate points which are clearly supported with reference to the statistics in the item.



Owner

Sticky Note

* There is a missed opportunity for the candidate to offer evidence for this explanation.



Owner

Sticky Note

* Good use of relevant concepts.







Owner

Sticky Note

* Another missed opportunity to refer to studies/theory in support of the explanation.



Owner

Sticky Note

* A relevant point but unsupported by evidence.



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate is able to offer two appropriate explanations  for the data in the item, however the answer is general without reference to relevant studies/theory.







Owner

Sticky Note

* A good point supported by evidence.







Owner

Sticky Note

* A relevant theorist and concepts.



Owner

Sticky Note

* A clear if unsophisticated attempt to interpret the ideas in relation to the question.







Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates knowledge of a range of relevant Marxist views.







Owner

Sticky Note

* Unfortunately the evaluation is introduced very late in the essay and not developed.







Owner

Sticky Note

* There is an attempt to focus the evaluation rather than to juxtapose ideas.



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate is placed in the top of band three for knowledge demonstrating breadth but a little less depth of knowledge (AO1)* There is an attempt to maintain a focus on the question, though not quite sophisticated enough for band four.* The evaluation is focused but is less developed.
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Sticky Note

1.a  This was awarded 2+2 as while there was knowledge the candidate could have explained terms to show understanding and referred to methods explicitly. 







Sticky Note

1.b This was awarded 4+3 as there is some repetition and the 2nd reason is weaker than the first.  Contexualising to the item should be throughout.







Sticky Note

1.c  This was awarded 5+2.  The candidate focuses too much on other research and ignores the ‘in this research’ element of the question











Sticky Note

1.d  Weaker definition of ethical issues and the answer starts off as a list but the candidate then links to ethical issues to studies and explain in detail.  There is lots of knowledge but less justification or focus on the importance of ethical issues which is why it was awarded 9+5+7
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GCE A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY - COMPONENT 2 
Methods of Sociological Enquiry 


 
SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 


 
 
1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge explain the meaning 


of the term quantitative methods.  [5] 
 


 Answers should include accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1.  Points 
should be supported with examples and/or evidence.  For band 3 AO2 ,a 
clear explanation of the examples/evidence should be present. 


 


 Indicative content: 


 A definition of the term quantitative data. 


 Research methods that generate quantitative data: questionnaires, 
structured interviews, surveys, secondary statistical analysis, etc. 


 Data that can be expressed in numerical form and presented in the form 
of graphs, tables, charts, statistics, etc. 


 Data that can reveal patterns and trends, reliability. 


 Comparisons can be made. 


 Favoured by positivists. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 


 Any other reasonable response. 
 


Band 
AO1 


Elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


Element 1b 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question as applied to 
research methods. 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence/research 
methods. These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question.  
Reference will be made to the item 
to show the ability to select 
appropriate examples.  
 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question as applied to 
research methods. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/research 
methods in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question as applied to 
research methods. 


 


0 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (b) Using material from the item, and sociological knowledge, explain two 
possible reasons why these researchers decided to use unstructured 
interviews in their research.  [10] 


 


 There should be two reasons for AO1 band 3.  These reasons can be 
theoretical, practical or methodological and must contain technical language.  
For AO2 band 3 the reasons must be contextualised and explained with 
reference to methodological issues and contextualised.  


 
  Indicative content: 


 Rich, detailed data; getting an inside view of a sensitive topic. 
 Rapport between interviewers and interviewees, increasing validity.  
 Respondents are able to lead interviews. 
 Empathy and verstehen. 
 Reference to the item should be contextualised. 
 Reference may be made to studies using qualitative methods. 
 Any other reasonable response. 
 


Band 
AO1 


elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
detailed ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


There will be appropriate use 
made of the item to 
demonstrate understanding. 
 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


Some reference will be made 
to the item. 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/question.  


0 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (c) Explain two weaknesses of using qualitative methods in this research. [10] 
 
 There should be two weaknesses identified for AO1 band 3.  These 


weaknesses will contain technical language and will be focused on 
methodological problems.  For AO2 band 3 the weaknesses must be 
explained with reference to methodological issues and the impact on the 
research. 


 
 Indicative content: 


 Micro scale, therefore, cannot be generalised. 


 Lacks reliability. 


 Hard to present data. 


 Time consuming. 


 Any other reasonable response. 
 


 


Band 
AO1 


elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/question.  
 
There will be appropriate use 
made of the item to demonstrate 
understanding. 
 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question.  
 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context 
of the debate/question.  
 
Some reference will be made to 
the item. 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/question.  
 


0 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (d) With reference to sociological studies, discuss the importance of ethical 
issues in sociological research. [25] 


 
 Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological 


debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts.  
Answers need to use key terminology.  Credit will be given to effective 
discussion where there is evidence of detailed and wide ranging knowledge.  
Where answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard, then they will 
be consistent with Band 4.  However answers demonstrating knowledge but 
fewer skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve band 4 for AO1 but 
lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 
 Indicative content 


Candidates may refer to some, but not necessarily all, of the following: 
 


 The principles underlying issues of ethics:  
- respect 
- freedom from harm 
- confidentiality 
- anonymity 
- freedom from deception 
- informed consent 
- appropriateness of study 
- capability and expertise of researcher 


 Examples of ethical and unethical research taken from a variety of  
sources. 


 Explanations of ethical committees and their range and functions, perhaps 
with reference to the BSA. 


 Understanding of why ethical guidelines are required. 


 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited. Direct reference 
to relevant studies is necessary for answers to gain access to the top 
mark band.  Examples include: Humpreys, Barker, Venkatesh, Parker, 
Hey and Kulick 


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and creditworthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question as applied 
to research methods. 
 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate 
and relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/ 
concepts/evidence/research 
methods. These are applied 
and interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised and 
logical arguments. Logical 
judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit evaluation 
of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ research 
methods/evidence 
examined.  
 


3 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question as applied 
to research methods.  
 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant selection 
of appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/ 
research methods. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence/research methods 
examined.  
 


2 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question as applied 
to research methods.  
 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence/ research 
methods in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question as applied 
to research methods.  
 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or interpret 
and/ or apply sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence/research methods 
examined.  
 


0 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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SECTION B


Answer one of the following options.


Option 1 Education


Compulsory question


2. (a) Study the following item and answer both questions.


Key stage 2 attainment by ethnic group (2011)


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Source: www.ethnicity.ac.uk


 (i) Summarise the content of the chart showing Key stage 2 attainment for different 
ethnic groups. [10]


 (ii) Explain two sociological reasons for the relationship between ethnicity and 
educational attainment. [15]


Either,


 (b) Evaluate Marxist explanations of the role of education in society. [30]


Or,


 (c) Assess sociological explanations of the underachievement of boys in education. [30]
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Owner

Sticky Note

AO1: 3 marksAO2: 3 marks6/10



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate cites two accurate points and two accurate statistics from the item.



Owner

Sticky Note

* Reason one is relevant and includes two examples, however the answer remains generalised without reference to studies.







Owner

Sticky Note

AO1: 5 marksAO2: 3 marks8/15



Owner

Sticky Note

* The interpretation of theory is stronger in reason 2 (AO2), though the candidate again relies on examples rather than studies, therefore lacking the appropriate detail for the highest band.







Owner

Sticky Note

* The theory is relevant, though there is a missed opportunity to introduce a range of Marxist  explanations on the role of education in society.



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate is straying from the question into a discussion on under achievement.







Owner

Sticky Note

** A clear evaluative point.



Owner

Sticky Note

* General evaluation.







Owner

Sticky Note

AO1:6 marksAO2: 2 marksAO3: 6 marks14/20



Owner

Sticky Note

* The evaluation here is juxtaposed, without reference to the Marxist view.



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate has demonstrated a narrow knowledge base on Marxism, with reference to just one study (AO1).* The focus moves away from the role of education to under achievement.* The evaluation points and conclusion could be developed further.
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Sticky Note

1a.    No marks were awarded for this question as candidate confused quantitative with qualitative and copied the item.  It is advised that students proof read to avoid this mistake and avoid copying the item.



Sticky Note

1b. This answer was awarded full marks 6+4.  There are 2 clear and different reasons that are well justified with evidence, key terms and importantly they are contextualised in relation to the item.







Sticky Note

1c.  This answer was awarded 5+3 as while there are two clear weaknesses that are explained in detail using key terms, the item is only implicitly used ‘such as structured interviews’



Sticky Note

1d. This answer was awarded 6+4+7.  There is no definition of ethical issues but clear understanding of the importance.  Two studies are used to support the ethical issues used.  3 studies or more ethical issues would have moved the answer from some to detailed in the mark scheme.  This candidate justifies well and explains the studies in detail but could have explained the issues in more detail.
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Read the following item and answer each part of the following question.


Women’s Experiences of Domestic Violence


Sociologist Heather McCosker and her colleagues wanted to investigate women’s experiences of 
domestic violence during and just after pregnancy. Most previous research had used quantitative 
methods which identify those at risk, but “fail to describe the experience and understanding from 
the perspective of, and in the language used by, women who have experienced abuse”. McCosker 
conducted in-depth, unstructured interviews with women attending a support group. This enabled 
her to discover that one of the major consequences of domestic violence is a loss of ‘self’: “The 
women felt they were no longer the persons they were when they entered the relationships”.


Adapted from: McCosker, H., Barnard, A., Gerber, R. (November, 2003) “Phenomenographic Study 
of Women’s Experiences of Domestic Violence During the Childbearing Years”


Answer each part of the following question.


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the term 
quantitative methods. [5]


 (b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two possible reasons 
why the researchers decided to use unstructured interviews in their research. [10]


 (c) Explain two weaknesses of using qualitative methods in this research. [10]


 (d) With reference to sociological studies, discuss the importance of ethical issues in 
sociological research. [25]


END OF PAPER
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Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate cites three accurate points though supporting evidence from the item is sparse.







Owner

Sticky Note

* Relevant without the consistency for the highest band.







Owner

Sticky Note

* This is an excellent answer in terms of knowledge and understanding: AO1. The candidate was able select two appropriate sociological explanations for the data in the item.* A range of evidence is interpreted,  including studies and relevant theory, the interpretation is not quite consistent enough to reach the very top band for AO2.







Owner

Sticky Note

* In this paragraph the candidate clearly focuses on the question and draws upon relevant evidence in support of the explanation.



Owner

Sticky Note

* Excellent evaluative point







Owner

Sticky Note

* Good use of relevant concepts.



Owner

Sticky Note

* The candidate interprets rather than describes studies to ensure focus on the question.







Owner

Sticky Note

* Clear reference to the question



Owner

Sticky Note

* The evaluation is developed and focused.







Owner

Sticky Note

* There is a need for evidence here to avoid conjecture.



Owner

Sticky Note

* This is an excellent essay and the candidate achieved level four in all three skill areas.* The candidate demonstrates a breadth and depth of knowledge.* Studies are used to argue points and the answer is focused. * There is an evaluative tone throughout.











